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soul ; and this little book is admirably fitted to promote that 
desirable aim. We are particularly pleased to see so many of 
Miss Lamb's humorous and delightful little poems in it. 



6. — The Relation of the Poet to his Age : a Discourse de- 
livered before the Phi Beta Kappa Society of Harvard 
University, on Thursday, August 24, 1843. By George 
S. Hillard. Boston : Charles C. Little and James Brown. 
8vo. pp. 53. 

This discourse is the production of a mind thoroughly imbued 
with elegant scholarship, and guided by delicate and refined 
taste. The writer is a perfect master of soft and beautiful dic- 
tion, relieved by copious allusions, and diversified by pleasing 
imagery. His style is rich even to exuberance, and polished to 
the last degree of nicety. It is full of pictured words, glowing 
images, and fanciful expressions. Yet it is sufficiently chastened 
always to stop short on the right side of affectation and unmean- 
ing display. Those who had the pleasure of hearing the dis- 
course will not soon forget the delightful impression made by 
the silvery voice, the musical intonations, and graceful manner 
of the speaker ; and even as they read it, the exquisite and flow- 
ing sentences will still seem allied to music, and to touch the 
outward sense as well as to stir the fancy and to excite the re- 
flective power. To such a production it is difficult to apply 
the rules of criticism with ordinary strictness ; but if we were 
inclined to fault-finding, we might object to some lack of pre- 
cision and definiteness in the statement of the leading idea in 
the mind of the speaker, and a consequent defect of unity and 
method in the course of his remarks. The thought is sometimes 
overlaid by the illustration, and the hearer's or reader's attention 
is diverted to the accessaries, when it should be fastened on the 
proposition to be supported, or the truth which the orator seeks 
to illustrate and enforce. But this fault is shared with some of 
the most delightful poetry in the language, and it would be 
hypercritical to insist upon it. To some persons, it may even 
appear inevitable in a literary discourse, prepared for such an 
occasion, when the object is rather to give pleasure than to im- 
part instruction. The tone is certainly far from being didactic, 
and we are not clear that Mr. Hillard means to set forth any 
one proposition as an object of discussion and argument. His 
remarks are consequently rather discursive ; but they are ani- 
mated with a lofty spirit, and embody much noble sentiment and 
elegant criticism. Sound principles are inculcated, manly and 
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sensible advice is given to the poetical aspirant and the youthful 
man of letters, and the enthusiasm with which the scholar re- 
gards his peculiar vocation is expressed in bold and eloquent 
terms. 



7. — Lays of My Home, and other Poems. By John G. Whit- 
tier. Boston : William D. Ticknor. 1843. 16mo. 
pp. 122. 

There is a little affectation in the title of this volume, which 
may be excused by the necessity that most authors imagine 
themselves to be suffering under, of inscribing on their produc- 
tions some pithy or characteristic legend, like the cartouches of 
the Egyptian monuments. The poetry of Mr. Whittier has 
merits of a high order, though not, perhaps, quite so high as he 
seems to fancy, if we may judge by a little touch of egotism in 
the poem entitled " Memories" : — 

" On life's rough blasts, for blame or praise, 
The school-boy's name has widely flown." 

Mr. Whittier commands a vigorous and manly style. His 
expression is generally simple and to the point. Some passages 
in his poems are highly picturesque ; and at times his imagery 
is bold and striking. But he is deficient in the sense of propor- 
tion. His pieces seem to be the chance sallies of a strong 
imagination, irregularly excited and roused to fitful action, rather 
than the well planned and artfully finished works of the accom- 
plished poet. In his poems, thoughts frequently are but loosely 
connected with each other ; indeed, the associating link is some- 
times wholly imperceptible. At times, a poem continues long 
after the sense is completed ; then again, the strain suddenly 
ceases, why or wherefore we know not. From this it happens, 
that the reader carries away from the perusal of his works a 
vague recollection of poetical phrases, but no image of an entire 
and perfected poem. Mr. Whittier is not yet completely master 
of English versification. With many passages of fine harmony, 
he has written more that are deformed by harshness, and forced 
turns of accentuation. The spirit of most of his pieces is highly 
to be commended ; and yet the violence of the partisan intro- 
duces here and there a disagreeable discord. What right, for 
instance, has Mr. Whittier to speak in the virulent tone, which he 
sees fit to employ, against those clergymen who hold different 
opinions from his on the disputed question of capital punishment? 
There is no taste, no Christianity, and no poetry in all this : if 
Mr. Whittier supposes there is, he mistakes all three. 

The most vigorous, finished, and the best conceived pieces in 
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